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RESUME OF ROBERT EDWIN BALL 
Dr. Ball was born in Indianapolis, 
Indiana in 1935. He attended Northwestern 
University where he received the BS and MS 
degrees in Civil Engineering in 1958 and 
1959 and the PhD in Structural Mechanics 
in 1962. From 1962 to 1967 he was a member 
of the Technical Staff of the National 
Engineering Science Company and the Director 
of Solid Mechanics for the Dynamic Science 
Corporation. In 1967, he joined the Faculty 
of the Naval Postgraduate School (NPS), 
Monterey, CA and is currently a Professor 
in the Department of Aeronautics and Astro-
nautics. He is a me~ber of the Assoc., of 
Old Crows, the American Defense Preparedness 
Assoc., the American Association of Army 
Helicopters, and an Associate Fellow of the 
American Institute of Aeronautics and Astro-
nautics (AIAA). His publication record in the 
area of structural mechanics and numerical methods consists of over 
twenty papers in referred journals and conference proceedings. 
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In 1976 Dr. Ball began the development at NPS of an educational 
program that teaches the fundamentals of the aircraft combat survivability 
discipline. His first contribution was the one-quarter (eleven weeks) 
graduate credit course entitled "Aircraft Combat Survivability." It is 
currently taught twice a year. He has also developed courses at NPS in 
Air Defense Lethality (1982) and Surface Ship Survivability (1990). 
At the request of the Naval Air Systems Command, Dr. Ball led the 
development of a biennial short course version of his NPS course. The 
course is currently sponsored by the Joint Technical Coordinating Group 
on Aircraft Survivability (JTCG/AS) and is a formal training course for 
the Air Force Training Command. He has also conducted short courses for 
NATO, and the governments of Canada and Greece. 
Dr. Ball organized and conducted the 1974, 1976, 1978, and 1981 
JTCG/AS survivability symposia and workshops, and he was the editor of 
the JTCG/AS Survivability Newsletter for many years. He has conducted 
an extensive research program in survivability at NPS, directing over 
100 theses since 1973, and in 1985, his textbook 11 The Fundamentals of 
Aircraft Combat Survivability Analysis and Design" was published by the 
(AIAA). In 1989t he established a Technical Committee on Survivability 
for the AIAA and is its current Chairman. 
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